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2018 MUMMERS PARADE 


BRRR-GADES 


The Oregon wench brigade performs for the judges. The theme: “ 


Hardy fans keep faith, 
but many stay home 
or huddle at Kimmel 


By Mari A. Schaefer 
STAFF WRITER 
lame it on the frigid temperatures, the ever- 
changing route, or maybe a general decline 
in interest, but the crowds for the 2018 
Mummers Parade mostly stayed home. 

At 10:30 a.m. Monday, only the hardiest of fans — 
most bundled up with heavy coats, gloves, hats and 
scarves — were out cheering on the groups in the 
Comics Division as they marched from City Hall 

down Broad Street with “feels like” 


INSIDE temperatures that only reached into 
the single digits. There were plenty 

> Mummers of empty seats at City Hall and in 

show goes front of the Union League, where 

on in spite benches had been set up. 

of the cold, 


The street gave clues of the cold, 
too: At the staging area along Mar- 
ket Street, discarded hand warmers 
and their wrappers lined the gut- 
ters along with confetti, empty beer 
cans, the occasional lost glove, and spots of (fro- 
zen) spilled hot chocolate and spit. 

Inside the Kimmel Center, one of the designated 
warming centers, it was a different story, as par- 
ents chased toddlers around in the warmth, and 
the hot chocolate flowed. 

Karsten and Catherine Roberts and their daugh- 
ter, Porter, 6, recently moved to South Philadelphia 
from San Francisco and decided to watch the pa- 
rade from the Kimmel Center. “Because it’s 10 de- 
grees outside,” said Karsten Roberts. 

See MUMMERS on A6 


naturally. Stu 
Bykofsky, A6. 
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It’s Gettin’ Chilly in Philly.” 


JESSICA GRIFFIN / Staff Photographer 


me 


Cole Lubinsky, 
6, of the 
Americans 
wench brigade, 
dressed for the 
presentation of 
“The Empire 
Struts Back,” in 
a warm school 
bus after 
judging. 


Nicole Drescher 
and Roman 
Pshenitsyn 
watch their first 
Mummers 
Parade. MICHAEL 
BRYANT/ Staff 
Photographer 


CLIMATE CHANGE 


Superfund sites’ flooding danger 


Earl Wilson near a road that the EPA built to transport 
contaminated material in the Lower Darby Creek area 


Superfund site. JESSICA GRIFFIN / Staff Photographer 


By Frank Kummer 
STAFF WRITER 

When Hurricanes Harvey and 
Irma flooded more than a dozen 
Superfund sites this year in the 
Southeast and Puerto Rico, resi- 
dents in the Philadelphia area 
might have wondered: Could 
that happen here? 

It already has. 

Earl Wilson, a retired Philadel- 
phia schoolteacher, recalled 
when floodwaters from Hurri- 
cane Floyd in 1999 rushed waist- 
high through his Eastwick neigh- 
borhood and into homes where 
Lower Darby and Cobbs Creeks 
meet, near Philadelphia Interna- 
tional Airport. But it would be 
three more years until the two 


neighboring landfills were de- 
clared a Superfund site, a feder- 
al Environmental Protection 
Agency designation that alerts 
everyone to serious contamina- 
tion that needs urgent cleanup. 

In 1999, “no one was con- 
cerned about what was in that 
water,” Wilson said recently, 
shaking his head. 

An Inquirer and Daily News 
analysis of EPA documents 
shows that 14 Superfund sites in 
Philadelphia, its Pennsylvania 
suburbs, and South Jersey are 
within flood zones or areas sus- 
ceptible to rising seas connected 
with climate change. Three of 
those sites were cleaned or 

See SUPERFUND on A8 


CONGRESSIONAL AGENDA 


Clock is 
ticking 
on tough 
issues 


There’s a Jan. 19 deadline on 
government funding, and the 
“Dreamers” await protection. 


By Jeff Stein 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Congress faces a jam- 
packed to-do list this month with dead- 
lines looming on difficult issues — includ- 
ing how to fund the government and 
avoid a shutdown, stabilizing the nation’s 
health-insurance program for poor chil- 
dren, and whether to shield young undocu- 
mented immigrants from deportation. 

Fresh off a party-line vote in favor of 
legislation overhauling the tax code, 
the negotiations will test whether Con- 
gress and the White House still have 
the potential to craft any form of bipar- 
tisan agreement. If so, several of the 
year’s most contested issues might be 
resolved with months to spare before 
the 2018 midterm campaign heats up. 

If not, the government could soon be 
on the verge of a shutdown, with press- 
ing questions regarding health care, im- 
migration and other policies left unre- 
solved. Also on the agenda are emergen- 
cy relief for regions upended by last 
year’s natural disasters, a key national 

See CONGRESS on A9 


CHESTER CHARTER 


At age 5, a 
212-hr, ride 
to school 


By Martha Woodall 
STAFF WRITER 

Imagine waking your 5-year-old kin- 
dergarten student before 5 a.m., walk- 
ing him to a street corner in the city’s 
Far Northeast, then watching him 
board a bus for a 2%-hour ride to a 
school more than 30 miles away. 

Then, imagine he endures the same 
trip in reverse each af- 


ternoon. Five days a 
Ga Delco 

For some parents, school 
its not just a bad . 
dream. Such a routine grows with 
is customary for an in- Phila. 
creasing number of students 


Philadelphia students 
enrolled at Chester 
Community Charter School. 

Data obtained by the Inquirer and 
Daily News show that the number of 
students commuting from Philadelphia 
to the state’s largest brick-and-mortar 
charter school — now with four campus- 
es in Delaware County — has exploded 

See CHARTER on A2 
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A child's too-short life 
has left a big mark 


IRAN | A3 


At least 13 dead as 
protests continue 


Business does not appear in 
today’s Inquirer. U.S. financial 
markets were closed Monday for 
the New Year’s holiday. 
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High 25, Low 13 


Thursday 
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